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account of the heredity. We knew the father to be an
exceedingly brutal man, who beat his children, and who
seemed to feel that their greatest obligation to him was
in the matter of their supporting him. The mother evi-
dently was under his influence, and the home conditions
were very bad. There was a large family. Eventually
the mother left the father and returned to Europe, where
her parents still resided. Among the siblings we noted
that there was no mental trouble. Two older sisters
had been in court, but the delinquencies of neither one
had been at all extreme, and bad home conditions suffi-
ciently explained the misconduct. One of these girls
has turned out very well indeed; the other has become a
great sex delinquent. We have never been able to learn
that either was given to violent outbreaks of temper or
to any other form of violent or uncontrolled behavior.

Julia was said never to have been very sick and to have
developed normally. She had, of course, been thrown in
contact with the delinquent older sisters and later with
other bad companions, but it could hardly be alleged that
these were very great influences, for she herself was much
more a leader than a follower. Her outbreaks of vio-
lence were not based upon any conflicts or hidden emo-
tional disturbance, so far as we were able to learn.

As previously stated, some have considered this girl
insane, particularly those who have seen her in one of
her fits of temper. For this reason a very thorough psy-
chological examination was originally made, and Julia
was examined again after an interval of two years. We
have always found the girl well oriented; she quite
understood the home situation and her relation to it;
she talked coherently and cogently; she knew well that
she had an ungovernable temper and acknowledged that
she could not control it. There was nothing indicative
of delusions or, indeed, of any form of aberration.